
          
               SUNDAY MASS    DAILY MASS 

St. Catherine  Sat   4:00pm   St. Catherine Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri 6:30pm  
St. Ignatius    Sun    8:30am 
St. Catherine  Sun  10:30am                    

 
CONFESSIONS    ADORATION 
St. Catherine Sat 3:00-3:45pm   St. Catherine Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri  5:30-6:30pm

 St. Ignatius    Sun     7:45-8:15am  St. Catherine Sat 3:00-3:45pm  
 St. Catherine Thu     5:30-6:15pm   
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St. Catherine / St. Ignatius 

7640 Port Tobacco Rd. 
Port Tobacco, MD 20677 

 

Website: www.stcsti.org 

Phone: 301-934-9630 
Flocknote:  

Text “ROUTE6” to 84576 
or connect with us online at 

stcsti.flocknote.com. 
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Rev. Keith Burney 

burneyk@adw.org  
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Linda Harrigan 

stcatherine-alexandria.md@adw.org 
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Theresa Wegand 

accounting.stcatherine-
alexandria.md@adw.org 

 

St. John Paul II 

Faith Formation Program 

Director, Bill Wannall 
301-934-2261 ext. 107 

wwannall@sacredheartlaplata.org 
 

Youth Ministry  
Anna Albrittain 

301-934-2261 ext. 105 
aalbrittain@sacredheartlaplata.org 

 

Archbishop Neale School 
Principal, Teresa Skinner 

301-934-9595 

www.archbishopnealeschool.org    
 

Catholic Counselor 

Caitlin Langreich  
301-541-3740  

clangreich@stjeromes.org 
 

 
 

Please keep in your prayers those with long term illnesses, 
their caregivers, and those who have died.  To have names 
added to or removed from the prayer list or if you need a 
priest at the hospital, nursing home or assisted living facili-
ty, call (301) 934-9630.  Please leave your name, phone num-
ber, person's name, facility and room number. 

 

 
 

   St. Catherine Parish Council  

Julie Glorioso 

Gloria Riley  

John Coleman 

Ed Landicho 

Denise Oglesby 

Steve Proctor 

 

 St. Catherine Finance Council  

 Bobby Mattingly 

Kenny Fish 

Shannon Gilbert 

  St. Ignatius Parish Council  

Clara Moore 

Keith Smoot 

Austin Doherty 

 

 

 

 

St. Ignatius Finance Council  

Gabrielle Campbell  

Gaston Plante 

Linda Welch 

Sick 
Don Thomas 
Barbara Weiss 
Alicia Brady 
Ritchie Jones 
Ann Moreland 
David Price 
Mary Ann Skinger 
Polly Butler 
Delores Jamieson 
Sam Gray 
Leon Higgs 
Mike Hancock 
Joe Cooper 

Marcella Palmer 
Hank Galotta 
Ramona Dobry 
Ignatius Cooper 
Kelly Welch 
John Shifflett 
Bobby Vermillion 
Marcus Elam 
Robert Ansell 
Robin Proctor 
Sarah Smith  
Daniel Jameson 
Irene Proctor 
Aubrey Proctor 

Jean Carter 
Michael DeLane 
Dawn Walters 
Brenda Greer 
Hailey Sellers 
Linda D. Welch 
Clarke Hettel 
Jean Ambrose 
DeAngelo Ball 
Carina Gibbs 
Kayla Kiley 
Xenia Hernandez 
Logan Willey 
Francis Wheeler 

Deceased 
Robert Jones 
Elizabeth Riley 
Ruth Cooper 

Please visit our website 

for obituary and funeral 

information. 



Mass Intentions and Readings 
 

Saturday December 2  Vigil of the Second  

 Sunday of Advent 

Is 1:1-10     Rcm 15:4-9      Mt 3:1-12 

4:00pm People of the Community 

Sunday December 3—Second Sunday of Advent 

Is 1:1-10     Rcm 15:4-9      Mt 3:1-12 

  8:30am    Repose of the soul of Dorothy Haden 

10:30am    Repose of the soul of Robert Jones 

 

Monday December 5 — Advent Weekday 

Is 35:1-10     Lk 5:17-26 

6:30pm Joseph Francis Weiss Jr. 

 

Tuesday December 6 — Advent Weekday 

Is 40:1-11      Mt 18:12-14 

6:30pm Personal Intentions of Margee Baldus 

 

Wednesday December 7 — Saint Ambrose 

Is 40:25-31      Mt 11:28-30 

No Mass at St. Catherine’s 

 

Thursday December 8  —The Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Gn3:9-15, 20     Eph 1:3-6m 11-12 

6:30pm Holy Souls of Purgatory 

 

Friday December 9 —Advent Weekday 

Is 48:17-19     Mt 11:16-19 

6:30pm Nicholas Lawrence Errico 

Dates to Remember 

 

 

   

Dec 8  Immaculate Conception (Holy  

  Day of Obligation) 

  11:00 a.m. Mass—St. Ignatius 

  6:30 p.m. Mass—St. Catherine’s 

Dec 10  6:00 p.m. Movie Night:   

  The Chosen—St. Catherine Hall 

 

 

Movie Night 

Please join us at 6:00pm 
at St. Catherine Hall in 
watching the first criti-
cally acclaimed multi-
season series about the 
life of Christ, and the 
people who met and followed him. "The Cho-
sen."  We'll watch two of the hour-long epi-
sodes per night, continuing once-a-month on: 
December 10, January 14, February 11, March 
11, April 8, May 13. 

Please let your friends and neighbors know 
they are welcome to join us.  A fun time for all! 

Sacrificial Giving 

Weekend of November 27 

 

 

 

Thank you for you generosity! 

St. Catherine 

Offertory: $1,380 

St. Ignatius 

Offertory: $941 

Archbishop Neale Catholic School is 
currently in need of a Junior High Math 

teacher 

 

 

Candidates should hold a Bachelor’s Degree. If 
interested or for more information please con-
tact the school office at: (301)-934-9595 or of-
fice@archbishopnealeschool.org. 



From Fr. Keith’s Desk 
 

Some of you probably remember the 1990s 
television series Walker, Texas Ranger, starring 
Chuck Norris.  If you regularly watched the 
show, you would remember Norris's charac-
ter Cordell Walker had a partner named Jim-
my Trivette, who joined him on all his cases 
and adventures as members of the Texas 
Rangers.  Well, this past week I learned that 
the actor who played Trivette, Clarence Gi-
lyard, passed away on Monday.  Moreover, I 
also learned that he was a Catholic who had 
an interesting conversion story.  Here are 
some excerpts from the blog The Deacon’s 
Bench, citing the magazine St. Anthony Mes-
senger: 

“Raised in the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, he left religion behind during the 
years he became famous…Like so many Hol-
lywood stars, his life off-screen was confused. 
But, like so many Christians before him, after 
years of confusion, Clarence found his way 
home… 

“In spite of his success, or perhaps because of 
it, there were problems. Clarence’s behavior 
was not proper for a married man: ‘My wife 
left me because I started to have an affair,’ he 
admits. She took the children and wanted a 
divorce. Clarence got a wake-up call… 

“It was as much as he could do to go to work 
each day, he recounts. He ended the extra-
marital affair and got into a therapy group… 

Someone in the group invited Clarence to go 
to Mass with him…He had spent a lot of time 
on his knees, alone, in his anguish. Now he 
had to go to his knees in the presence of eve-
ryone. ‘I was in the assembly with everyone, 
acknowledging…’ His voice trails off. 

‘I don’t know how many Catholics are aware 
of why we are on our knees in the presence of 
Jesus,’ he continues. ‘That’s where I needed to 
be. Mother Church allows that and informs us 
that way,’ he says. ‘It is one of the great gifts.’ 

“Being near the Eucharist made Clarence in-
tensely aware of the presence of God, he ex-
plains. ‘It’s all about the presence of God in 
the consecrated host. Otherwise, it’s just a 
building. If Jesus is not present, it’s a sham,’ 
he says. But Jesus is present, he knows: ‘I ex-
perienced it that day and to this day. To this 
day, it is what sustains me.’ 

“Still a film actor…he devotes himself these 
days to university teaching and theater. A 
striking feature of Clarence, day-to-day, is his 
deep devotion to his Roman Catholic faith, 
and, especially, pious devotion to prayer and 
the Eucharist. ‘Something about the Catholic 
Mass was different from any other worship 
experience,’ he says. ‘To this day, it sustains 
me.’” 

As a priest, I’m often encouraging all of us, 
myself included, to share our Catholic Chris-
tian faith, as Jesus commands us to do.  I’m 
aware of how awkward or difficult that can 
seem to be, and how people often don’t feel 
up to the task.  However, as this story demon-
strates, it can be as easy as extending an invi-
tation to come to Mass, which all of us are ca-
pable of doing, without exception.  That one 
simple invitation could be all that’s necessary 
to make a new disciple of Jesus Christ and al-
low him to transform someone’s life.  So, let’s 
start making those invitations, so that the 
Lord may do his work through us. 

 

God bless, 

Father Keith 

 
 
 



Men’s Evening of Reflections 

Join us each 
month for 
Evenings of 
Reflection for 
Men. Each 
evening in-
cludes: Mass, 
dinner, di-
rected medi-
tation, a prac-
tical talk, and 
time for per-

sonal reflection plus the opportunity for 
Confession.  Cost is $25 per person. Ad-
vance Registration is required. Visit our 
website for more details and to regis-
ter www.ourladyofbethesda.org.  Hosted by 
the Men of Regnum Christi. Our Lady of Be-
thesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., 
Bethesda, MD 20817. 

 

 

 

Angel Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is time for the Angel tree program!  If you 
would like to help by purchasing a gift for a 
needy child this Christmas, please visit the An-
gel tree after Mass this Saturday and Sunday at 
St. Catherine's.  Please deliver all gifts un-
wrapped to St. Catherine's no later than Sun-
day, December 18th.  If you have any questions 
or need help, please contact Carol DeSoto at 
301.751.2966 or Shannon Gilbert at 
571.839.4643.  Thanks for your support! 

  
 
 
 

Advent Reflections and Resources 
 

This Advent, once or twice a week we will be 
sending Advent reflections and resources by 
email or text from Bishop Robert Bar-
ron’s Word on Fire apostolate to those who are 
a part of our Flocknote network. 
 
To join our Flocknote network, text 
“ROUTE6” to 84576 or connect with us online 
at stcsti.flocknote.com.  To receive the Advent 
reflections, then join the Advent-Engage 
2022 group. 
 
As a bonus, you will also have access to the 
complete digital library of premium Word on 
Fire videos available on Word on Fire Digital. 
 
Be on the lookout for some great content to 
help you spiritually prepare for Christmas! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All are invited to a full day of confessions on 
Saturday, December 17th, at St. Catherine 
and St. Ignatius Churches.  The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated at St. Ignati-
us of Loyola in Hilltop (6455 Port Tobacco 
Road) from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., and at St. 
Catherine of Alexandria in McConchie (7865 
Port Tobacco Road) from 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m.  Come take part in this special day of 
God’s mercy in order to prepare yourself for 
the birth of the Christ Child. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ourladyofbethesda.org%2f&c=E,1,lklaDOT9E3jv6hGshRr4_MXnFg6WbiXSqminPxK_2CXRk2mWeCUiqRSMTr0RooE-qHZVa94qMoj4RvfgamOeZMOkMpdJsrLvrudi5c6pybVcn7fqJ-oUow-qoLY,&typo=1


GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE 
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 
December 4, 2022 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
At sixty years of age, Maria and Paul had a beautiful 

life. High school sweethearts, they had four children, 

five grandchildren, a successful business, good 

friends and a fabulous beach house. They felt very 

blessed. Their strong faith in God saw them through 

some difficult challenges. Without warning, Paul 

died suddenly. Maria was devastated. Why did God 

do this? Why did God allow this to happen? An inde-

scribable depth of sadness weighed heavily upon her 

heart. She felt betrayed by the God she thought was 

looking out for her. She was overwhelmed by des-

pair. Have you ever experienced such incredible and 

deafening sadness? Where is God in all of the pain? 

 
We often want God to fix things or intervene and 

change nature’s course. When He doesn’t act as we 

desire, it shakes our faith. We do not always under-

stand or appreciate why things happen as they do. 

There is much that is beyond our control. John the 

Baptist prepared the way for Jesus and Jesus is the 

way to God. There is something more going on in 

life than what we can see with human eyes. We are 

on a sacred path, and God is with us. God is with us 

in our confusion, suffering, doubts, and intense sad-

ness. Jesus announced God’s vision for humanity 

and taught people to see God and themselves for 

who they are. There is a way through and beyond all 

hardship and suffering. God does not abandon us. 

 
God has a clear vision for the future, both for us indi-
vidually and for our world. It is a vision of harmony 
and gentleness where all will live as one and the 
“wolf shall be a guest of the lamb.” God is not indif-
ferent. He is the God of “endurance and encourage-
ment.” In God, we see what we may be, what may 
come and who we can become. When Maria opened 
herself to God’s creative presence, she learned to 
trust. She began to realize that she could endure 
more than she had imagined. She also discovered a 
spark of encouragement, bringing her through the 
sadness to where she could be. In retrospect, Maria 
knew that God’s reassuring presence was with her. 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

Recognize God in your Everyday Moments 

The Season That Gives Back  

 

I don’t have anything left to give. 

You can’t pour from an empty cup. 

All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 

Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever 
run through your head. I’m sure they occur 
to all of us from time to time. We can be-
come so easily depleted by the fast pace of 
life and whatever vocation God has called 
us to, whether that’s parenthood, a de-
manding professional career or the caretak-
ing of friends and family (or as so often 
happens, a hybrid of all three). Many of us 
also undergo certain seasons — seasons of 
the year, but also seasons of life — that 
seem to sap us of energy and leave us total-
ly empty.  

In these times, it seems impossible to con-
tinue in the spirituality of Everyday Stew-
ardship. Graciousness, mindfulness, 
prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — 
maintaining some semblance of these char-
acteristics in our daily life feels not only 
overly optimistic, but totally impossible. 

The Church gives us certain liturgical sea-
sons that are meant to fill us up, almost like 
spiritual pit stops. Advent is one such sea-
son, and the Scriptural passages we reflect 
on at Mass during these four weeks are 
filled with images of nature defied. We see 
the dry steppe blooming. We see the weak 
made firm. We see the frightened made 
strong. We see the lame walk. We see the 
Virgin give birth. 

If you think you don’t have anything left to 
give this Advent, think again. This is the 
season of miracles when what we thought 
was depleted brings new life. 

  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



Second Sunday of Advent 

December 4 , 2022 

Visit FORMED.org with a web browser 

  • Click on Register (lower right of page) 

• Enter Parish Access Code: 84PVM3 

WATCH:  Francis Xavier and the Samurai's Lost 
Treasure 

Young Francis Xavier had everything going for 
him. A champion at sports and studies, he was 
ready to win the whole world for himself. Then 
one day his best friend, Ignatius of Loyola, 
showed him that true champions are of a far more 
heroic breed–-those who risk all to win the world 
for God. 

Francis became a Jesuit missionary and set off to 
the farthest reaches of the world. He saved pearl 
divers, stood off pirates, and quested with a mys-
terious samurai warrior in search for a hidden 
treasure. 

Francis Xavier and the Samurai's Lost Treasure 
captures the true spirit of a daring man who 
braved the pearl coasts and jungles of India, and 
the forbidding castles of Japan, in amazing adven-
tures of courage and faith. 

READ:  Mary: The Church at the Source by Joseph 
Cardinal Ratzinger & Hans Urs von Balthasar 

Two great theologians endeavor to recover the 
centrality of Marian doctrine and devotion for the 
contemporary Church, offering a spiritually rich 
approach to Mariology that brings into new relief 
the Marian contours of ecclesial faith. Ratzinger 
and von Balthasar show that Mary is both the em-
bodiment of the Church, and the mother who co-
operates in giving birth to the Church in the souls 
of believers. At once profound and yet readily ac-
cessible, Mary: The Church at the Source offers a 
theologically balanced and biblically grounded 
presentation of traditional and contemporary 
thought on Marian doctrine and spirituality. 

SAINTS THIS WEEK 

SAINT AMBROSE   DEC 7 

Ambrose of Milan was 
a theologian and statesman 
who served as Bishop of Mi-
lan from 374 to 397. He ex-
pressed himself prominently 
as a public figure, fiercely 
promoting the Christian faith 
against Arianism and paganism. He left a 
substantial collection of writings, of which 
the best known include the ethical commen-
tary De officiis ministrorum (377–391), and 
the exegetical Exameron [it] (386–390). His 
preachings, his actions and his literary 
works, in addition to his innovative musical 
hymnography, made him one of the most in-
fluential ecclesiastical figures of the 4th cen-
tury. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEP-
TON OF MARY    DEC 8 

The Immaculate Conception is the 
belief that the Virgin Mary was free 

of original sin from the moment of her con-
c e p t i o n .  F i r s t  d e b a t e d 
by medieval theologians, it proved so contro-
versial that it did not become part of official 
Catholic teaching until 1854, when Pius 
IX gave it the status of dogma in the papal 

bull Ineffabilis Deus. 

   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theologian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Archdiocese_of_Milan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Archdiocese_of_Milan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paganism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exegetical
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Exameron&action=edit&redlink=1
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exameron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_sin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pius_IX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pius_IX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dogma_in_the_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_Bull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_Bull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ineffabilis_Deus


 
St. Catherine and St. Ignatius 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec. 8 – 11:00am St. Ignatius 
Dec. 8 – 6:30pm St. Catherine 
 

Christmas  
Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec. 24 - 4:00pm at St. Catherine  
Dec. 24 - 7:00pm at St. Ignatius Hilltop 
Dec. 25 - 10:30am at St. Catherine 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec 31 – 4:00pm at St. Catherine (Vigil) 
Jan. 1 – 8:30am at St. Ignatius 
Jan. 1 – 10:30am at St. Catherine 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays at St. Catherine 3:00pm – 3:45pm 
Thursdays at St. Catherine 5:30pm - 6:15pm 
Sundays at St. Ignatius 7:45am – 8:15am 
Dec. 17 – 9am - 12pm at St. Ignatius 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


